THE  CARDINAL'S  PRIVATE LIFE
and fifty recruits in training, specially equipped3 a body of
private officers, made up a force very rare at this period.
It was in 1636 that Richelieu began to organise this picked
force, but he then had only thirty men. Anxiety for his
safety, the consciousness, more and more intense, of his
grandeur and what it necessitated, made him quickly
augment the number; he formed then, to begin with, his
company of horse guards, and then, a few years later, his
musketeers. At no moment did the captain of the guard
leave the Cardinal. During the night he slept in an ad-
joining room, wherever Richelieu's momentary domicile
might be. In the daytime he remained the whole time in
the same apartment, by the side of the bed if the Cardinal
had to lie down ill; and whenever an important or con-
fidential call necessitated his removal out of earshot, he
stuck close to the door, ready to spring in case of need.
Before anyone could be admitted to Richelieu's presence,
it was necessary to pass through five groups of guards:
magnificent soldiers, clad in scarlet coats embroidered with
gold, silver and silk. In the last ante-chamber, sentries
stood by their arms, relieved every hour, their weapons
primed and ready to fire. On all occasions Richelieu was
escorted by his guards, who were widely known, and
accompanied him even to religious ceremonies. The cele-
brated preacher, Francois Ogier, who had the honour to
preach before him, has left a suggestive account of this
solemn occasion, which once more shows us this sense of
decorative effect which we have mentioned above: The
aspect of the place, which was not a church, was very-
strange to me. A hedge of muskets formed an empty
frame and a space as large between the chair of the preacher
and that of the Cardinal. The latter, placed on a plat-
form, was more like a throne than an ordinary seat, round
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